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THE STATE AT WORK."

The mutual aid tendency in man has so remote an origin, and is so
deeply interwoven with all the past evolution of the human race, that
it has been maintained by mankind up to the present time, notwith-
standing all vicissitudes of history. It was chiefly evolved during
Feriods of peace and prosperity ; but when even the greatest calamities
befell men—when whole countries were laid waste by wars, and whole
populations were decimated by misery, or groaned under the yoke of
tyranny—the same tendency continued to live in the villages and
among the poorer classes in the towns; it still kept them together, and
in the long run it reacted even upon those ruling, fighting and devas-
tating minorities which dismissed’ it as sentimental nonsense. And
whenever mankind had to work out a new social organisation, adapted
to a new phasis of development, its constructive genius always drew the
elements and the inspiration for the new departure from that same
ever-living tendency. |

After having passed through the savage tribe, and next through the
village community, the Europeans came to work out in medizeval times
a new form of organisation, which had the advantage of allowing great
latitude for individual initiative, while it largely respouded at the same
time to man’s need of mutual suppqort. A federation of village com-
munities, covered by a network of guilds and fraternities, was called
into existence in the medixval cities. The immense results achieved
under this new form of union—-in well-being for all, in industries, art,
sclence, and commerce—are well known.

But towards the end of the fifteenth century the medizval repuablics
—surrounded by domains of hostile feudal lords, unable to free the
peasants from servitude, and gradually corrupted by ideas of Roman
Ceesarism—were doomed to become a prey to the growing military
States. .
" However, before submitting,; for three centuries to come, to” the allv
absorbing authority of the State, the masses of the people made a
formidable attempt at reconstructing society on the old basis of mutual
aid and support. The great movement of the Reformation was not a
mere revolt against the abuses of the Catholic Church. It had its con-
structive ideal as well, and that ideal was life in free, brotherly com-
munities. Those of the early writings and sermons of the period which
found most response with the masses were imbued with ideas of the
economical and social brotherhood of mankind. The ¢“Twelve Articles”
and similar professions of faith, which were circulated among the
German and Swiss peasants and artisans, maintained not only every

one’s right to interpret the Bible according to his own understanding,
-~ but also included the demand of communal lands being restored to the
village communities, and feudal servitudes being abolished ; and they
always alluded to the ¢ true” faith—a faith of brotherhood. At the
same time scores of thousands of men and women joined the commun-
ist fraternities of Moravia, giving them all their fortune, and livicg 1n
numerous and prosperous settlements constructed upon the principles
of communism. Only wholesale massacres by the thousand could put
a stop to this widely spread popular movement, and it was by the sword,
the fire, and the rack that the young States secured their first and
decisive victory over the masses of the people.

For the next three centuries the States, both on the Continent and
in these islands, systematically weeded out all institutions in which the
mutual aid tendency had formerly found its expression. The village
communities were bereft of their folkmotes, their courts and indepen-
dent administration ; their lands were confiscated. The guilds were
despoiled of their possessions and liberties, and placed under the control,
the fancy, and the bribery of the State’s official. The cities were
divested of sovereignty, and the very springs of their inner life—the
folkmote, the elected justices and administration, the sovereign parish
and the sovereign guild —were annihilated ; the State’s functionary
took possession of every link of whatformerly was an organic whole.
Under that fatal policy, and the wars it engendered, whole regions, once
populous and wealthy, were laid bare ; rich cities became insignificant
boroughs ; the very roads which connected them with other cities
became impracticable. Industry, art, and knowledge fell into decay.
Political education, science, and law were rendered subservient to the
idea of State centralisation. It was tauvght in the universities and
from the pulpit that the institutions in which men formeily used to
embody their needs of mutual support conld not be tolerated in a pro-
perly organised State; that the State alone could represent the bonds
of union between its subjects; that federalism and ‘¢ particularism ”
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* Abstract from an article on Mwutual Aid aningst Mo lern 1’en, in the Nie-
. teenth Century Reviecw, January, 1896.
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were the enemies of progress, and the Staute was the only proper ini-
tiator of further development. By the end of the last century the kings
on the Continent, the Parliament in these isles, and the revolutionary
Convention in France, although they were at war with each other,
agreed in asserting that no separate unions between citizens must exist
within the State ; that hard labour and death were the only suitable
punishments to workersgwho dared to enter into ¢ coalitions.” * No
State within the State!” The State alone, and the State's Church,
must take care of matters of general intevest, while the subjects must
represent loose aggregations of individuals, connected by no particular
bonds, bound to appeal to the Government each time that they feel a
common need. Up to the middle of this century this was the theory
and practice in Europe. Even commercial and industiial societies were
looked at with suspicion. As to the workers, their unions were treated
as unlawful almost within our own lifetime 1n this country and within
the last twenty years on the Continent. The whole system of our
State educiation was such that up to the present time, even in this
country, a notable portion of society would treat as a revolutionary
measure the concession of such rights as everyone, freeman or serf,
exercised five hundred years ago in the village folkmote, the guld,
the parish, and the city.

The absoi'ption of all social functions by the State necessarily favoured
the development of an unbridled, narrow-minded individualism, In
proportion as the obligations towards the State grew in numbers the
citizens were evidently relieved f:om their obligations towards each
other. In the guild—and in medizeval times every man belonged to
some guild or fraternity—two ¢ brothers’ were bound to watch in turns
a brother who had fallen il!; it would be sufficient now to give one’s
neizghbour the address of the mnext paupers’ hospital. In barbarian
society, to assist at a fight between two men, arisen from a quarrel, and
not to prevent it from taking a fatal issue, meant to be oneself treated
as a murderer ; but under the theory of the all-protecting State the
bystander need not intrude—it is the policeman’s business to intérfere,
or not. And while in a savage lJand, among the Hottentots, it would
be scandalous to eat without having loudly called out thrice whether
there is not somebody wanting to share the food, all that a respectable
citizen has to do now is to pay the poor-tax and let the starving starve.

‘The result is, that the tlieory which maintains that men can, and must,

seek their own happiness 1n a disregard of other people’s wants 18 now
triumphant all round—iIn law, 1n science, in religion. It is the religion
of the day, and to doubt of its eflicacy means to be a dangerous Utopian.
Science loudly proclaims that the strruggle of each against all is the lead-
ing principle of Nature, and ot human societies as well. To that struggle
Biology ascribes the progressive evolution of the animal world. History
takes the same line of argument; and political economists, in their
naive 1gnorance, trace all progress of modern i1ndustry and machinery
to the “wonderful” effects of the same principle. The very religion of
the pulpit is a religion of individualism, slightly mitigated by more or
less charitable relations to one’s neighbours, chiefly on Sundays. ¢“Prac-
tical” men and theorists, men of science and religious preachers, lawyers
and politicians, all agree upon one thing—that mmdividualism may be
more or less softened in 1ts harshest effects by charity, but that it 1s the

only secure basis for the maintenance of society and 1ts uiterior progress.
That 1s what we owe to the State.

SAUSAGE & BREAD.

The new Czar has been officially crowned, received the blessing of
God and his Church, the homage of his 1.obility and the French Gov-
ernment, squandered the money wrung from the industrious people in
one round of bread and sausage for some o! the starving workers, costly
jewels and robes for himself and in providing feasts for the weulthy
gourmands of Europe. All this is very good, no doubt; and thousands
of hungry ones snitling the bread and sausage from afar crowded to be-
hold, if unable to taste, at seven a.m. and waited till the distribution
at noon when their vulgar appetite and total want of good manners
impelled them forward in a mad rush, erushing thousands to death.
How different their pastors and masters, who, after two or three lunch-
eons, sat down with due decorum to a dn.uer de {ure some hours later.
The Czar does not value human life at the siune rate as that of his
lamented ancestor, who received compensaticn to the tune of six hanged
and several hundred extinguished i1 Siberian mines; he came forward
and apprarsed the “stifis” who bad familics dependent ¢n them at £8
per head and a burial! Yet some say that 1t these poor wretches weie
allowed to keep the produce of their toil they would not have troubled

about his sausage and bread ;—in f:ct, he might have been in want of
some himself.
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NOTES.

THE COo—-OPERATIVE CONGRESS,

The Co-operative Congress of 1896 must be considered a success, at
least so far as nuwmnbers are concerned.  We hear again of the vast
amount of business done, of the increasing strength of the movement,
ete., ete., all of which is very Interesting—from a business point of
view., But ap:mat from that therve 1s, we fear. not half as much for the
movement to congratulate itself upon as there might be.  The figures,
of course, look very remarkuble, and we don’t doubt that they aie
perfectly accarate ; for all that, what we need 1s to get behind the fiz-
urcs and find out, it we can, how far the evils of our present society
have been reduced by the work of the Co-operators. 1n this respect
even the Co- {}l}t!l;l.t{}l s themselves will admnt that very lhittle has been
done. For although many thousinds may be a few shillings to the
g(_}{}d and some lllili:ll‘t}dtﬂ, llt‘l'h:l}rﬁ, niay have attained a certain degree
of atiluence, yvet the means employed in attaining these ends have been
so largely of the ordinary commercial kind that the necessarily evil
results of a narrow selfish spirit—the spnit that grabs at its five per
cent and adopts the mean tricks of the capitalist to attain it—has
borne the fruit that might have been expected.  Yet 1,400,000 persons
with the right wdeas u their heads might 1n a beief while have won the
econoinic emancip.ticn of the people of these islands.  This they will
never do by adhering to their present methods. What 1s most essential
1s for them to reconsider th ir whole position. We notice they are
turning their attention to the land question; and here, indeed, is
scope for their activity.,  But how will they treat the question ¢ Will
they be guided by the “enlightened landlords”™ of the Winchilsea type,
who, we notice, honored them with his presence and advice? If so,
the landlords may look forward to an increase in their rent-rolis, and
the poor labover -well, he may expect to become the serf of the
Co-operative movewment.,

SociErY, CRIME AND PUNISHMENT.

In a few days society 1s to have revenge on four of its wretched vic-
tims, who are to be legally done to death in satisfaction of the brutal
doctiine, ““ An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” Kvery decent-
minded person will be morally tortured by this disgusting exhibition
of burbarism, and every morbid-minded person will gloat over the
details the Pie*--h wili supply—inflaming their diseased i1maginations
till some fine day, perchance, society will be “shocked” once more by
an attack on life ..md property and will enact again the same sickening
scenes. And yvet society talks in its fulsome way of capital punishmeut
being a ‘“ deterrent,” little reflecting how every execution must neces-
sarily weaken respect for huinan lite, especially amongst those with
whoin 1t 1s most essential this respect should be encouraged. Clearly
the whole business is a hideous failure; and if it were possible that
executions could be repeated on the same subject, there are people
whom circumstances would force through the process again and again,
just as there are some people who return again to pelml servitude.

i = = = I =

A REMARKABLE DEFENCE.

The line of defence taken by Fowler’s counsel in the Muswell Hill
case seemed to causc a considerable snock to some of the respectables in
court, - not least to the judge himself. Speaking of his career, of his
imprisonments, of his being hunted and hounded by the puhce of the
apparent 1mpo-.s;b1ht,v of his being anything but what he was,
counsel asked : “What had society ever done to hLelp him out of his
trouble¢™ A very pertinent question, and one which smug respect-
ability may ask itself again and again on the mor ning when these four
unfortunate human creatures are hanging lifeless in the prison viad of
Newgate. No matter how ineflectually, we protest and shall always
protest against these legalised murders, perpetmted as they are ujon
the unhappy victims of a system which, in the matter of mere Llood-
guiltiness, 1s a thousand times more cr iminal than those whomn 1t hangs.
Mrs Dyer, a partial lunatic, killed poor little ehildren, 1t is true; but
what of the morality of a society which hauds the-e htt'e beings into
her charge ? It i1s those philistines, who pour their contempt upon so-
called illegitimacy, who are responsible for the crimes of baby-furming.
But, after all, is she half as culpable as those who are iesjonsible for
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the management of our barrack schoolg, and who have not yet appeared
in the dock ¢ Think of the suffering and death they have to answer
for through their cruel and inhuman treatment of the unfortunates
committed to their charge, and then pity the poor half demented crea-
ture who, in the struggle for existence, became callous of human life
—and no wonder!—and who is to die on the scaffold because of the
pretence that human life is sacred. Oh that justice might be done!

PROGRESS AND REACTION.

From various quarters we have had several reminders lately of the
tendency of some Anarchists to take a gloomy view of the prospect of
things at the present time. Whether this is due alone to the influence
of the reactionary times through which we are passing it 1s difficult to
say; but it is obviously due in some measure to this fact. And cer-
tainly if ore judged by the tone of the press and the majority in the
House of Commons there would be some grounds for taking a gloomy
view. But fortunately these things form no correct basis for estimating
the progress that is being made. As a matter of fact they indicate
pretty accurately the fear and cowardice of the ruling classes with
their hangers-on in their rally in aid of the “rights™ of property and
monopoly, this and nothing more. Superficial observers imagine that
the evolution of ideas is at a standstill during these periods. Nothing
of the kind. That process is always at work ; and indeed 1t 1s evident
there are many persons who will be helped in drawing more correct
conclusions as to the necessity for the abolition of the present system
merely by the facts which events are plainly disclosing to them now.
Of course there will always be people who can never see that we have
taken a single step in the right direction because a revolution cannot
be certainly predicted for to-morrow morning. For these no argument
will sutlice ; but, for the most of us at any rate, 1t 1s only necessary to
recall to ourselves the work that has been done during the past ten
years to remiud us how the growth of ideas has been going on. kven
the deepest dyed reactionary of the present day cannot afford to be the
reactionary he might have been some years ago. He feels bound to
make some concessions to the new conceptions of a better state of
society that are beginning to animate all sections of weorkers. And for
us it is only necessary to keep steadily on with the most uncompromising
and intelligent propaganda we can possibly organise.

Narrow EscarPe oF Tom MANN,

We congratulate Tom Mann on his narrow escape from being
returned to Parliament—and lost. We are happy to think he is still
in the land of the living movement, and long may he remain there! It
is to be feared, however, should an oppor tumty again arise he will still
be willing to sacrifice himself in the political vortex. Aund then—well
he must either go the way of ‘ honest John,” or remain isolated and
ineffective like Keir Hardie. It is pitiable to think of the splendid
energy and enthusiasm of the I.L.P. being frittered away on * political
action,” and of the possibility of some of the best men in the Socialist
movement being sacrificed to the same Moloch. Still, time works won-
ders, and no doubt a very brief experience of the demorah-.mﬂ effects
of political tactics will convince the advanced wing of the 1. L. P. there
is a cleaner and straighter roal leading to social t.,ma.uupatlon than
that which conducts to that *‘ incohereut assembly,” as Dickens styled
the House of Commons.

“Tie ART OF HAPPINESS.”

This is the title of a little book written by M. Blatchford (Mont
Blong) and published at the C'larion oflice, price 1s. The author com-
bines the happy faculty of writing both amusingly and instructively,
and 1t 1s obvious that books of this description fill a very useful place
in the Socialist movement. Every one of the tweanty-four chapters
contains something of 1nterest for those outside the movement as well
as for the 1nitiated. We note that the author has found a rule for
himself which entirely accords with our 1deas. ““ My only rule is,” he

says, “‘never to do what I dou’t want to do.” This is excellent
Aunarchism. We might almost eall it ‘- the golden rule.”

ILLIEBK NECHTS TAIL.

On Wednesday, May 20, W'llhe]m Liebknecht was accorded a public
reception by the S.D.F. md 1.L.P. at Queens Hall, Langham Place.
Of course, we were glad to see Liebknecht, who has done active service
for Social Democracy ; but it was disgusting to see Aveling inviting
people who knew nothing of Liebknecht to break out 1nto deafening
appliause at the mention of his name (just as other political tricksters
use the name of the G. O.M.): indeed, this occurred to such an extent
that Liebkuecht himself rose and reque.ﬁted them to manifest their en-
thusiasm for principles rather than men.

After ceveral speakers, who evidently did not kncw what they were
t :lking about, had expressed their admirattion for the conduct of the
Soct.] Democratic M. P.s and congratulated the German Party on the
possession of 47 of them (there being nothing else to congratulate the
paty about), Liebknecht addressed the audience. In the course of his
remmarks he compared the tactics of the party i Germany with those
pursued in other countries, especially with France, aud said that their
present conditious might be said to show the result of using the ballot
and the bullet 1espectively; pointing out that the Paris Commmune was
crushed by the reactionary rural population, inferring that the com-
parison was favorable to the tactics of the German party. But when we
rememl er that Germuny 18 the home of the meanest kind of petty
tyrann:, thut Lalf the party are patriots, and that, ulthough they have
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wquod the ballot for all it is worth duri

it will not tolerate a sensible view of religion, and rapudiates Socialism
{democratic or otherwise) ; while, as we mentioned in Freedom of Nov.
and Dec., 1895, the Social Democrats are so advanced in their ideas
that they were wrangling hopelessly among themselves— Vollmar with
Liebknecht, Bebel with both, and Schippel with all thiree—in the vain
attempt to concoct an Agricultural Program which should propitiate
the rrural voters all over Germany without pledging them to anything
Bocialistic (and they would have been wrangling still but that the stupid
Kaiser prosecuted some of them for lése majesté),—we fail to see that
the German peasantry are less reactionary than the French 25 years
ago, in spite of the political jugglery of the Social Democrats. They
have more liberty of thought, speech and action in France, where
Radicals, Republicans, Positivists and other sections of advanced
thought form separate parties, which in Germany are rolled into one

and labelled Social Democracy.
Then he proceeded to deal with Anarchism in the same scrupulously

fair and truthful manner. There was no Anarchism but Individualism ;
no Socialist could disbelieve in Parliamentary Government—as 1f an
economic theory must necessarily be bound up with any such political
theory! He also informed his audience that Anarchism and Assocl-
ation were antagonistic; and there was no Anarchist movement in Ger-
many, although he well knew that an Anarchist weekly, Der SNozwalist,
has been published for the last three years, in spite of persecutions
far more severe than those endured by the Social Democrats.—7T. C.

THE PRESENT SITUATION IN RUSSIA.

Now that Russia 18 in a state of extraordinary excitement owing to the
attractive - coronation of the Czar, it may not be without interest to the
readers of Freedom to get a glimpse of the situation in that darkest of all
European lands. The more so, as the advent on the throne of Nicholas II.
has been accompanied by quite a number of rumours of his supposed liber-
ality and broad-mindedness, not only abroad, but also in Russia. What
wonder, then, that the people of Russia hailed him as the inaugurator of a
new era ; their hearts began to beat lLopefully, and in their trustfuluess
they approached the young Czar and, while assuring him of their moat de-
voted loyalty, they ventured to utter the desires, hopes and expectations of
the people. Many may still remember the Czar’s reply to the petition of
the zemstvos* of the government of Tver, where he told the representatives
of the people that it was all “foolish dreams.” This reply was a shock to all;
even the most ardently devoted conservatives, who did not cease to sing
hymus in praise of the new Czar, seemed rebuffed. After such a reply there
can be little hope left for any noteworthy reform, and, indeed, Nicholas II.
has left everything much in the same state as it was under his father, whose
policy he is simply cuntinuing or extending.

However, in spite of all this, the Russians did not give up hope entirely,
and a
handed by the Academician Bilbassov to the Tzar, asking for justice and fair
play in dealing with the press, which is bound band and foot. Articles and
whole bool.s are being suppressed without any trial whatever, simply by
sdwinistrative order. They therefore appealed to the Tzar in very eloquent
terms to take them un ler the protection of the law and to do away with
arbitrary administration. The Tzar, acting upon the advice of the Minister of
Justice, decided to ‘“leave the petition without any attention whatever.”
Meanwhile, the brief reign of Nicholas II. bas Leen sigual sed by numerous
suppressions of journals and other publications on the most trivial pretexts;
for instauce, the paper Russian Life, for publishing an article on the measures
takeun by the Minlster of Finance; the Mouscow journal Arf and Life, for
revealing the bribery of the Cummission of Bnilding by a uew Moscow
theatre ; the retail sale of the Moscow Jdaily paper Russian Guzette was
proliibited on account of 1ts having been published without a black margin
on the day of the anuiversary of the death of Alexander III. Various other
journals and reviews received warnings and reprimands ; a weekly paper,
cilled Njedelia (The Week), for some articles on Marxism ; another, Z2us-
sian Thought, for describing the miserable position of the Russian workers
aud indicating the labor movement of Western Europe as au example for
Russia. Besides these, many other arbitrary dealings took place, all of
which space would not permit me to chrouicle ; and to crown all thiz, a new
list of books has been sent to all publice librarians with the special order not
to lend them for readiug, at the same 1ime strictly forbidding them to let
the public kuow of this arrangement,

Thouse who are acquainted with the course of the world’s history will be
able to judge from the above that plutocratic Russian absolutism is strug-
gling with all its m'ght to keep itself alive, and there can be 1o doubt as to
the fact of its being on the eve of its downfall. Woe unto those rulers who
think that by making the laws more stringent, or that by using brutal force
and suppression, they will succeed iu stopping for ever the stream of pro-
gress ! They mway retard it for a while, but afterwards it will break forth
with irresistible force and sweep away everything in its path.

Hy pocrisy has always been a useful aide-de-camp to gevernments of all
kinds ; more than ever it 1s now the order of the day of the new government
in Russia. While the above-described suppressions, etc.,, are going on, the
Czar, anxious to throw dust in the eyes of the public and to pose as the bene-
ficent 1uler, opened a fund in aid of poor journalists and their families. Of
course, those who keep their eyes open will be able to see through this
‘ benevolence” and euiry detect its underlying motives. Especially when
one sces how every attempt on the part of the intelligent to help in the
education of the r iguorant people is8 frustrated ; aud it is quite naturally
8o, since the upbolders of absolutism are fully aware that as soon as the peo-
ple Lecome enlightencd they will also become couscious of their rights. In
accordance with the line of tactics so distinctly proclaimad by tle la'e
Minister of Public Affairs, M. Durnevo, who said that the bureaucracy
recognised “in principle” the task of education is * perfectly honorable,” but
to leave it in the hauds of society would be daungerous, he therefore propoaed
to put all existing Committees of Popular Education as well as all privare
socicties under the immmediate control of the Miuister of Education. H's

* District assemblies.

t:gn:ho 25 years that have
since the Commune, the rural population is so reactionary that

tition, signed by 78 well-known authors of St. Petersburg, was
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Eropo-nl has since been put into effect by an ukase of Nicholus II. —(
t. Petersburg Correspondent of The Daily Chronicle of April 22). If all
this is not sufficient to convince our readers to what an extent the new Czar
is furtheriog popular education, the fellowing anecdote which happened in
Russia may belp to do so. The local zemstvo was very active in trying to
organise reading-rooms iu the villages. The chief ob:tacle lay in finding
rovms for that purpose ; consequently they petitioued the Minister of Edu-
cation to give them permission to make use of the schovlrooms. The answer
was a poiut-blank refusal. But let nobody imagine that the Minister is
against libraries, aud that it is his intention to hiuder the spreading of such
—oh no! he is ouly afraid the visitors to the reading-rooms “might make the
floors dirty” !

It may be regarded as a remarkable sign of the time, however, that in spite
of persecutions, suppressions and so forth, the social question is being dis-
cussed everywheri. The theories of Karl Marx are subj-cted to severe
cl:it.iciam at the bands of the Lest known critics such as N. Mikhailovsky, in
his jJournal Russian Wealtl;Slonimsky in the Meessenger of Europe; Obulénsky,
Dauiélson aud Professor Karéjeff in the chief orgau of the Russian populists,
Novoye Slovo (The New World), as well as various other professors and
learued men, have taken up that subject for dircussion- Doris ZHOOK.

THE VOICE OF SPRING.

O it is a dulcet thing to note the spring time’s dawning! Now the trees
bud timidly and the capitalist reduces wages. All nature rejoices and so
does the financier. For the merry birds carol in the tree-tops and dividends
on watered stocks fall due. The blushing daughters of plutocracy demurely
go to church, and fiom the slums whelce the revenues of Archbishop Beuson
come ragged girls steal forth for the chance crust that may lie in the gutter,
Surely, no seasor 1s comparable to happy ~pring.

And we blessed mortals rejoice with Mother Earth. Like her, we feel
renewed youth. After all there 18 much 1 life worth Living for. It costs
nothing to look at Marlborough House as you pass by. Park Lane is free
to any who choose to perambulate therein. Aund the shops! What a pure
pleasure they afford! The bakeries and cakeries spread out their choicest
wares, tempting as Hebe herself, and it is 80 1nspiring to see the dirty, rag-
ged boys who gather abous, eyeing the dainties with the keenest admiration.
There i1s a simple charm in the pleasurea of the poor. Those ragged boys
before the bakeries are really obtaining a valuable zesthetici tramning.
They get ideas of form and color from their inspection of the cakes and
loaves 11 these bright spring days. How pleasing 1s the spectacle of their
eager, expectant faces. Nor must we forget the higher and grauder ethical
precept iustilled into the minds of the boys by the fact that the occasion 18
to them one of self-denial. The boys see the cake, that 18 to say, but they
may not eat it. What a theme, this, for a bishop! However, there stand
the youths, deriving all the benetit of an ethical training gratis.  The rich
youth is differertly situated. He would waut the cake aud get it. Self-
indulgence would ruin his nature. He ruus the risk of being spoiled. Ah!
poverty 18 a privilege.

But to return to spring. Now the buds and the buiiding season open.
There is a demand for labor. There seems a holiness, if oue may say so,
about labor in the spring. Labor 18 healthy. So is spring. To combine
the two is to be happy. How odd that the wage-earners do not see this,
The capitalist affords the opportunity to toil. ITustead of welcoming it as an
honor, the mechauic holds out for wages. Thus the glad spring time i3
sicklied o’er with strikes.

The voice of spring cails voyagers away. Oatgoing steamers carry our
venturesome fellow citizeus to tlhe Riviera. OQOauar fellow citizens will contemn-
plate the graudeur of aucient hills and towers, returuing in the auturon wich
vivid accouunts thereof for our pleasure and iustruction.  Nor, for vour purt,
are we at howe idle. Wood 1s hewn ; water 1s drawn ; clothes are washed
mines are worked. We, too, will give an account of ourselves ; for we wish
our Cuntinental tourists to ind as good a land as they left when they do
comwe home. Nor caun we feel anything but a proper pride ia the diversity
of English capacitiex. Some of us lead cotillions, Others clean the strects,
But, whether we be milliovaires or whether we be tramps, we are supreme
in our respective spheres.  Harwonious variety ! Happy freedow from
medioceity’s dead level !

Then tbere are the churches. Nothing can be more edifying than the
gspectacle they now present. The silken garments of the clergy, the princely
atchitecture of the ecclesiastical editices, the wax caudlex, the costly windows,
the satin lined pews are meet adjuncts of the House of God and the 1-fuge
of the poor. Nothing is more pleasing than true pilety thus manifested.  1n
these halcyon days of spring to be thus remninded of the trans-iiory nature of
mundane things and to resort to the house of God in the spirit of tiue thauk-
fulness. What are the trials of this wor.d hut a preparation for the bLlessings
of the next? The sweat-shop, starvation, strikes, reductions i wages, lack
of employment are blessings 1n disguise,  AtH ction chasteneth., Toe wage-
slave may well reflect that it 18 easier for the camel to pass througiv the eye
of a needle than for a rich mau to enter the kingdom of heaven. Whatever
miseries we endure here will be amply compensated for by the eternal bliss
of the next world, when th: tenants of Lambeth Palice aud Lawmbetlis sluwis
are angels in Paradise, spreading wings in realms of xong.

These, then, are the lessons of spring. Let us ponder tnen, dearly beloved
brethren, and, if your subscription 13 unpaid, kindly send us the amount

due.—.Ad.pted from the TWENTIETH CENTURY.
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AUSTRAILIA.

DEArR CoMRADES.-—I have sent you'the first number of Rea on, and I will
send the second number when it appears—which will not be for a few days yet,
owing to troubles and difficulties of various sorts which press with special
severity where it is a matter of individual activity without a PParsty on the spot
to give aid.

Anarchist publications already issued are : —

(1) Honesty, Melbourne, 1887-8, a monthly magazine, irregularly publishedl.
There were also conuected with it a few Jeatlets, ete.

(2) The Australian Radical, weekly, Hamilton, New South Wales, 1888-9.

(3) A series of leaflets, ete, which | published duriug the years 1890-93, as
well as newspaper correspondence.

(4) A Handlook of Anarchy, 1894, for which I was imprisoned; a small pam-
phlet on the social question, und Poems of Freedom, first instalment. All the
remaining cop.es of these wire stolen by the New South Wales Government.
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(5) Several attempts at starting an Anarchist paper in 1891 and 1892 ander
the title of Anarchy, and in 1893 and 1894 under the title of The Revolf. All
unsold copies were stolen by the New South Wales Goverument.

(6) A series of leaflets clandestinely issued by a Sydney comrade.

(7) A couple of small pamphlets, issued by me after my return to Victoria.

(8) Rea on.

The social and economic conditions are very bad. In Victoria and, I believe,
South Australia the majority of the pet)pfe of all classes have Radical senti-
ments ; but, unfortunately, these are wrongly directed. In New South Wales
the nomadic workers have been somewhat revolntionary ; but the city workers
are very degraded in their instincts, althcugh of late a great number have ex-
perienced an awakening. In Queensland the workers of the nomadic classes,
and in the n wer towns, are pretty Radical in sentiment and somewhat revolu-
tionaryv; but, as everywhere, they are still under the influence of false ideas.
In these two colonmies, New South Wales and Queensland, the dominant classes
have n- Radical tendencies at all, but are incarnations of rapacity and arbitrari-
ness; in all the colonies, however, there is a good deal of Radical tendency
amongst the smaller capitalists.

Ev rywhere the land was originally owned by the Government, and this has
re:tricted settlement, and forced the people to concentrate in towns and to fall
into the clutches of landlords, bankers, usurers and the most unprincipled em-
ployers. The average wages used to be about £3 per week for ‘‘skilled’’ labor,
and from 30s. in New South Wales to £2 in Victoria for ‘‘unskilled’’ or common
labor; and the rent paid for a room varied from 58. to 10s. per week ; for a cot-

tage, from Ss. to 16s. per weck. At present, wages in many trades are down to
£1 per week; in fact, a good many workers can only earn 10s. when fully em-
ploved ; rents are from 2,6 to 7,6 for cottages, and from 1s. for rooms. his is

for Mclbourne district ; but in Sydney both rents and wages remain nominally
higher.  Country workers receive, if shearers, from 17,6 to £1 per 100 sheep;
those v ho assist, from £1 to £1-10s. per week and their food ; and harvest
laborers about £1 - 10s. without food, or from 7,6 to 16s8. per week with food.
I'ut t'o<e employments are of short duration, and to obtain them 1t is cften
necessarv to walk several hundreds of miles.

Emp ovment is very scarce, and people are often idle for three, four, five, six,
even 1 lue months.

As to the Social Democrats, there is not any real party by that name;
r1though some of the different State Socialists adopt it in widely different signi-
fications.  Practically, however, the Labor Party in New South Wales and
Queensland represents the French Radicals, Opportunists and Possibilists, the
Guesdists, ete., all mixed together. In Victoria the so-called Labor Party in
Parliament is merely a little chique of people who have succeeded in obtaining
oftice on the ground that they were working men or trade union officials ; the
comimuunity, however, including the Parliament whenever it is not controlled by
some special gang of swindlers, is to a large extent imbued with those 1ideas in a
gomicwhnt diluted form_;-and a certain amount of Radicalism so far as sentiment
and intention are concerned, though taking erroneous expression, is and always
has been inherent in the people and institutions of Victoria as compared with
tlie other castern colonies, where it does not extend beyond a sectton of the
pojyulation and does not permeate the institutioans.

As to Reason, it will be very ditlicult work to keep on publishing it unless
the circulation quickly improves; but I have prppareg about 10,000 copies of a
leatlet to advertise it, for which 1 had to obtain some commercial advertisements
to cover the cost. The paper is printed four pages at a time on a wooden press
made by comrade Bach, and capable of yielding at most 200 impressions per
hour. We have about 1 cwt. of type, and I do all the work with some assistance
trom comrade Bach; but the monotony and isolation of my existence render 1t
impessible for me to do such energetic work as is necessary. It devolves on me
to haudle the type, and to do part of the work of impression and binding;-alee,
I write or translate nearly everything, and attend to the Eub]iahing. eyond
this printing plant, which was provided by comrade Bach, neither of us has
anything but our labor to look to eicher to live by or support the paper, and it
1s necessary that 1, at least, should devote my whole time to it. There is no
consolidated party whatever to back us up, except in Adelaide, where there is a
small group of German Anarchists who contributed £4 to assist us and did their
best to push on the circulation in that city. We printed 480 copies of the first
number ; but only about half of them have been issued, and that includes a con-
siderahle number of exchanges, etc. However, we shall struggle on somehow,
as this ¢pucational work is about the only thing that remains to us to live for,
and the anly pleasure which is left to us.

It would be more agreeable, no doubt, to be .‘s'::w:temlin%l the propaganda in a
land like Europe, where there is alrecady a party established, and to work also
for the development of the party as well as its numerical extension; but the
work before us is still the work of pioneers, and we must not shrink from it.

J. A. ANDREWS,

THE PROPAGANDA.

Will comrades in the London and Provincial groups make a point of furnish-
ing us with reports of mectings and progress of groups by not later than the

twentieth of eaecl moath ?
REPORTS.

Tur First oF MAY.
For tlie first time since 1890 a joint demonstration of I.I.P., S D.F., and
Anarchist Communist Groups of London was held 1n Hyde Park on May 1st.
The Socialist League was the only recognised Socialist body that was faithful
to the resolution passed at the Paris (Congress 1n 1889, by demonstrating in

1840, Since then the Anarchist Communist groups of LLondon have demonstrated
cach First of May. In December, 1892, a conference was held at the Club

Autonomie when it was unanimously decided to work harmoniously with the
S. . F. upon such questions as in no way involved the sacrifice of principle.

Acting upon this, we offered to co-operate with them on May 1st, 1893 ; but our
off ' r was rjected with ““thanks.”’

Time proves evervthing, and so wisdom comes with manhood, and the disres-
pectable Anarchist walked with the respectable Social Democrat on May 1st,
150, .\ bright morning and a fierce sun gave us joyous hopes, while a cold
win | blow 1ntermittently to cool our enthusiasm.  The procession was well
orcatnsed, and as it marched along Pall Mall, St. James Street and Piccadilly 1t
waus nnsiee to wateh the Jamesonians looking from their club windows in sur-
pris<eat cur procession with a wondering expression of ““ Why the Marseillaise?”’
In the Park some ten to twenty thousand people assembled, and the Press
ackiowicdred that our platform (No. 6) had the largest audience. Speakers
were b Leceatt, J. Preshere, F. Kitz, E. Young, C. T. Quinn, D. J. Nicoll,
J. . henwaorthy, Loutse Michel, W. Banham. 1The following resolution was
spoken to from all platforms, ““That this meeting of workers sends fraternal
groctives to their fellows assembled on this day, and asserts with them our
determnetion to overthrow wagedom and capitalism, and establish by our
united P ats that International Co-operative CCommonwealth in which all the
instrumeents of industry will be owned and controlled by the organised commun-
itics, anl cqual opportunity be given to all to lead healthy, happy human lives.”’

So endad the most snceessful First of May Demonstration yet held in lLondon.

There was a halanece of £2 to carry forward towards the expenses involved 1n
next vear’'s demonstration.

-spoke ; on May 17, Mainwaring ig.ve an address upon Tradie Unionism ; on
J

_Yigtoria Park and
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June, 1896.

Canning Town.—For menths past meetings have been regularly beld every

Sunday morning at Beckton Road. When no other speakcr has turped l]? t.l}i
Group havé always carried on the mecetings themselves. On April 26, D. J. Nico

spoke upon the amnesty question, and was well received. On May 3, E. Le

tt
_ &y
17, J. Presbery took the same subject for his discourse. Mr W.. Thorne was
good enough to publicly state that the disorganisation of trade unions in this
district was due to the efforts of the Anarchists, who advised the workers not to-
organise. We have written to him, suggesting that he either pulblicly withdraw
the statement or debate the truth of it in public. Altogether things are moving
here. The Group meets once a week, and particulars can be obtained from

the secretary, . Stapleton, at the corner of Beckton Road every Sunday
morning at 11.30.

Deptford. —Although no report has been sent in from us for some months a
few comrades have persevered in carrying on the propaganda on Deptford
Broadway in the face of innumerable difficulties and obstacles placed in their
way by interested opponents. For several months past a “‘Christian Evidence”’
purveyor from Bow, named Seaich, has been imported into Deptford by certain
follcwers of the ‘“ meek and lowly’’ one for the purpose of inciting the rough
element against Jthe “‘infidels,’”” Anarchists, and Socialists who frequent the
Broadway. Brimful of a sense of his own importance and confident in his great
intellectual attainments (he is as ignorant as a child), he bouncingly threw out
challenges to any and everybody to debate on Anarchism, Secularism and Social-
ism. One of our comrades accepted, and accordingly, on-Thursday December 19,
the debate came off before a large audience on Deptford Broadway. As seems to
be the case with most Christian Evidence spouters, this one occupied his time,
not in replying to our comrade’s arguments, but in scandalising people holdin
Atheistic or Anarchistic opinions. A fortnight later, our comrade challeng
the loud-mouthed one again to debate; but he refused. Why? One of his most
ardent supporters—Mr Cheeseman, of the London City Missionary Society, who
has defended Christianity on Deptford Broadway for nigh forty years—publicly
stated that Mr Seaich had not answered a single one of the arguments put forward
by our comrade in defence of the Anarchist position. Challenged again privately,
on Thursday Jan. 30, to debate, with his usual bounce he expressed his willing-
ness to ‘“take on the whole group, one at a time.’”’ The following week when
publicly requested to fulfil his promise, he declined. On Sunday morning, Feb.
9, knowing that none of our speakers were in the crowd, he again threw out
challenges; but, of course, there was no response. In the evening, however,
Tom Pearson offered to debate, but Seaich refused. Sunday, March 15, Presbery
offered to debate, without result. Altogether he has received fifteen offers to
debate, and from six different comrades ; but, too cowardly to debate, he has"
played on the prejudices of the ignorant by repeated references to bomb-throwing,
etc., and otherwise showed his utter ignorance of Anarchist principles. Com-
rade Young has spoken here twice lately much to the discomfiture of a converted
Social Democrat, named Belsey, who, supported by a number of Christian bullies,
conducts himself in the disorderly fashion that only Christians can. Tom
Pearson, J. Presbery, H. Alsford and Ernest Pack have also addressed large
meetings for us. :

Sunday, May 17, we held a large meeting in the Broadway on the Building
Trades® Strike, several of our members being affeeted by it; the speakers were
Sam Carter and Harry Alsford, of the Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and

Joiners, who, of course, dealt with it from the Anarchist point of view and re-
ceived very sympathetic attention. |

NOTICES, o

Successful meetings have been froq:ll;nt y h
el
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Regents

i | '

oxton Churc

Quinn. -

DerTForp GROUP meets every Monday at 8.30. Local comrades and frijndl}

can obtain further particulars on application to the corresponding secretary, at
the open-air meetings. ‘

EQuAaLiTY GRoUP meets at Hoxton Church every Sunday at 12 noon, dur'i‘ng
June. Speakers will be comrades Presbery, Kitz, Young and Pearson.

A MAass MEeETING will be held in Holborn Town Hall on Saturday June 6th,
at 7.830, to demand the release of the Walsall Anarchists.

LONDON PROPAGANDA.—AIll those interested in LLondon propaganda ar
invited to meet at 127 Ossulston Street, Euston Road N.W., on Monday, Juan
22nd, at 8.30 to make arrangements for regular meetings, and other business.

‘““FreEpoM’’ PvBLIcATION Funp: W, Morris £1; W. Crane £1; C. R. 4g%
Edwards 6d.; J. P. 10s.; A. M. 56s.; J. G. 2s8.; W. P. 2s.
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No. 1. THE WAGE SYSTEM. By PETeEr KROPOTKINE., 1d. -
No. 2. THE COMMUNE OF PARIS. By Prrer KrororgiNe. 1d.

No. 3. A TALK ABOUT ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM BETWEEN TWO:
WORKERS. By E. MALATE~TA., 1d. :

No. 4. ANARCHIST-COMMUNISM : 1Ts BASIS AND PRINCIPLES. BY
PETER K ROPOTKINE. 1d.

5. ANARCHY. By E. MaLaTesTAa. 1d.

No. 6. ANARCHIST MORALITY. By PeErTer KrororrkINeE. 1d.
7. EXPROPRIATION. By PreETEr KroPOTKINE. 1d.

No. 8. ANARCHISM axp OUTRAGE. By C. M. WiLsoN §d.

No. 9. ANARCHY ON TRIAL—George Etiévant, Jean Grave and
Caserio Santo. 32 page~; 1d.

LAW aAaxp AUTHORITY. By PeTErR KROPOTKINE. 2d.
EVOLUTION Axp REVOLUTION. By ELysee RecLus. 1d.
AN APPEAL TO THE YOUNG. By Perer KrorPoTrINE 1d.

THE CHICAGO MARTYRS. Their speeches in Court and the record of

their trial; with the reasons given by Governor Altgeld for pardon-
ing Fielden, Schwab, and Neebe. Price sixpence.

GOD Axp THE STATE. By MicHAEL BakouNINgE. Price fourpence.

A DIALOGUE aAND HUMOROUS POETRY BY L. S. B.; 16 pages 8vo. 1d°
THE IDEAL aAxp YOUTH. By ELysee RecLus. 1d.

REVOLUTIONARY STUDIES. By PeErTer KROPOTKINE. 1d.
REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT. By PereEr KrororxkINE. 1d.
AN ANARCHIST ON ANARCHY. By ELvy#e RecLus. 1d.
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